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Instructions for the EU Data Exercise

The objective of this data exercise is to visualize the reasons of backlash and the backlash itself against the EU . By the end of this exercise, you should have a better understanding of i) how support for the EU vary across different EU member countries ii) potential explanations for opposition to the EU iii) ways to visualize the level of support and explanations of opposition toward the EU. 

We are going to use select survey variables taken from Eurobarometer 90.3, a survey on demographics and attitudes toward the EU conducted in 2018. We will use Tableau Public (should be already downloaded on your computer) for data analysis and visualizations. Each student group will be assigned a different country to work on. At the end of the class, we will bring together the graphs in order to discuss how we can explain backlash against the EU by looking at the visuals you created.

Eurobarometer 90.3 Codebook Analysis Variables include the variables we are going to use for this exercise and their explanations. Additional documentation can be found on the Collab page under Resources > Handouts > data exercise. 

Tasks for the Exercise 

1. Upload the dataset that contains survey data on your assigned country. 

Across Country 

2. D78, question on the image of the EU, will be the outcome we are trying to explain. 
a. Look at the distribution of the count of responses given for each category by creating a table (Hint: You will want to use “Number of Records” in order to do this)
b. Remove “Don’t Know” and “NA” fields from the table 
c. Plot the distribution of the responses using a bar chart. 
d. Change counts into percentages. 
e. Think about a variable that could differ from country to country, that could be effecting the varying levels of support toward the EU across countries. Plot that variable for your own country.

Within Country 

3. Let’s explore the power of economic circumstances in explaining the varying level of support for the EU.
a. Pick a variable that describes how the respondent views the current/future economic situation in her job/own country/the EU. 
b. Create a cross-tabulation to look at the correlation between the economic situation and the level of EU support. 
c. Pick a graph that best represents the correlation between these variables and plot it. 
4. Let’s explore the power of non-economic circumstances in explaining the varying level of support for the EU.
a. Pick a variable that captures how a respondent feels towards their out-group (could be questions on immigration, refugees)
b. Create a cross-tabulation to look at the correlation between the non-economic variable and the level of EU support. 
c. Pick a graph that best represents the correlation between these variables and plot it. 

Gender

5. Can we conclude a causal relationship between aforementioned variables and the level of support toward the EU? 
a. Generate a cross-tabulation between variable Qa17a_4 (agreement with the statement that globalization is an opportunity for economic growth) and D78. 
b. Plot the relationship.
c. Now let’s see how gender (D10) correlates with these variables. 
i. Cross-tabulate/plot D10 with Qa17a_4.
ii. Cross-tabulate/plot D10 with D78. 
iii. Now break down cross-tabulation of Qa17a_4 with D78 by gender, D10.
iv. What kind of conclusions can you draw? 

Outputs to Produce for the Exercise:

· Distribution of the outcome we are trying to explain (D78) for your own country (Hint: A histogram may be appropriate for this)
· Graph that plots the relationship between an economic variable and level of support toward the EU. 
· Graph that plots the relationship between a non-economic variable and level of support toward the EU. 

Saving and Sharing the Graphs: 

1) Once you are done with your graph in your Sheet, go to File > Save to Tableau Public (you can only save it online with the free version)
2) If you haven’t already, follow the instructions to create a free Tableau Public account.
3) Post the webpage link that opens up with your graph in it on the Forum. 
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